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a) E 

b) □ 



-rfte MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with th e correspondence address - 

THE REPLY FILED 15 September 2003 FAILS TO PLACE THIS APPLICATION IN CONDITION FOR ai l dwanpf 
Therefore^ further action by the applicant is required to avoid abandonment o this ap^mAmmitri^ ' 

PERIOD FOR REPI y [check either a) or b)] 

The period for reply expires 5months from the mailing date of the final rejection. 

HHSH* reP n r Pir f! T (1) 0,6 mai,ing date ° f lhis Advisor y Action ' or ( 2 ) the date f °rth fe final rejection whichever is later In no 
^StSSS^ITS^^v^^ SIX M ° NTHS fr ° m mai,in9 date of ,he fina ' rejection ° 
706 07(f) WAS RLED WITHIN m ° M0NTHS 0F THE FINAL REJECTION See MPEP 

1 D t"-^ 0 !^ a ' WaS filed ° n • A PP ellant ' s B "'ef must be filed within the period set forth in 

37 CFR 1.192(a), or any extension thereof (37 CFR 1.191(d)), to avoid dismissal of the appeal. 

2. Q The proposed amendments) wilt not be entered because: 

(a) □ they raise new issues that would require further consideration and/or search (see NOTE below); 

(b) □ they raise the issue of new matter (see Note below); 

(C) D lZ a slTap%TsnlT^ aPP ' iCati0n jn f ° rm f ° r 3PPeal b/ matena " y reducin9 or simplif y ,n 9 the 

(d) □ they present additional claims without canceling a corresponding number of finally rejected claims 
NOTE: . 

3. E Applicant's reply has overcome the following rejections): the 1 12 second paragraph rejection 
4 D cSK — W0U,d be a "° wable if submitted " * -parate. «m«y fi.ed amendment 

5M ^ b ^^ considered but does N0T p,ace the 

6 D ?1^L % 6Xhibit be considered because rt not directed SOLELY to issues which were newly 

raised by the Examiner in the final rejection. y 

7.B For purposes of Appeal, the proposed amendment(s) a)D will not be entered or b)B will be entered and an 
explanation of how the new or amended claims would be rejected is provided below or appended. 
The status of the claim(s) is (or will be) as follows: 

Claim(s) allowed: . 

Claim(s) objected to: 2.7.9.10 and 13 

Claim(s) rejected: 1. 3-6. 8. 11. 12 

Claim(s) withdrawn from consideration: . 



8. D The proposed drawing correction filed on isa)D approved or b)Q disapproved by the Examiner. 

9. Q Note the attached Information Disclosure Statement(s)( PTO-1449) Paper No(s). 

10.13 Other: Interview Summary (paper #8) 
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advisory action attachment 
Applicant's argument that Himuro (Japan '024) does not suggest a first auxiliary 
land part being arranged adjacent to the acute angle end portion of the first slant land 
part and being "continuous" thereto in the circumferential direction is not commensurate 
in scope with the claims and is therefore not persuasive. In other words, applicant's 
above noted argument is not persuasive since claim 1 reads on the first slant land parts 
being "discontinuous" with the first auxiliary land part as shown by Himuro (Japan '024). 

Applicant argues that shaping the first slant land part as triangular in Japan '204 
would adversely affect the operation of Himuro (Japan '204). There is no evidence of 
record showing that shaping the first land part as triangular in Himuro (Japan '204) 
would adversely affect the operation of Himuro (Japan '204). Furthermore, Hutson / 
Europe '709 suggest shaping the "first land parts" of the directional tread of Himuro so 
as to be "approximately triangular" since (a) Hutson et al suggests shaping "first land 
parts" 30 of a directional tread such that the first land parts are "approximately 
triangular" to thereby improve stiffness and/or (b) Europe 709 suggests shaping "first 
land parts" 16 of a directional tread such that the first land parts are "approximately 
triangular" using steep slant grooves in order to improve drainage. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Steven D. Maki whose telephone number is 703-308- 
2068. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon. - Fri. 7:30 AM - 4:00 PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Ball can be reached on (703) 308-2058. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308- 



0661. 




Steven D. Maki 
September 26, 2003 
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